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IKDSG Membership Guidelines
(Version 6 – 09/2025)
[Membership Committee Co-Chairs: Michael Alaia, MD & David Wasserstein, MD]

1. PRINCIPLES OF MEMBERSHIP
a) Categories:
i) “Active” – full rights to participation, voting and serving on committees
ii) “Emeritus” – when “Active” members transition out of clinical practice but wish to remain a part of IKDSG they can do so under a second category of “Emeritus”. 
(1) Emeritus members have the same rights to participation, voting & engagement in committees of the IKDSG and the same obligations as “Active” members
(2) “Emeritus” status is for a 5-year period and can be renewed
b) Size	
i) The size of the membership shall be limited and determined by the IKDSG Board.
c) Eligibility
i) Membership Application may be initiated formal nomination by other Active Members of IKDSG.
ii) Membership can be requested by an individual without the nomination of other “Active” or “Emeritus” members by directly contacting the IKDSG Membership Committee.
iii) A member must be a Fellowship-trained Orthopaedic Surgeon or a career Research Scientist with a demonstrated interest in the advancement of knowledge about the basic science, etiology, diagnosis, prevention, or treatment of knee dislocations, multi-ligament knee injuries, and any similar complex knee trauma either in the acute or chronic setting.
iv) For Orthopaedic Surgeons (clinicians) the minimum eligibility requirements are:
(1) Five years of independent clinical practice is recommended; Applicants with <5 years of experience may be successful in “Active” membership status pending approval of the membership. Applicants with <5 years of clinical practice experience are strongly encouraged to attend a meeting as a guest prior to their full application.
(2) Demonstration of at least 3 publications in the topic area as a first, second or senior author AND/OR leadership of important KD/MLKI education events.
(3) A minimum of 10 publications in peer-reviewed journals for clinical research-based applicants with a demonstrated effort on MLKI/KD. The majority of publications on MLKI/KD must be as the first, second, or senior author.
(4) A history of academic presentations at national and international meetings
(5) The applicant shall be a person of good ethical standing in her/his own professional and scientific community.
iv) For Research Scientists the minimum eligibility requirements are:
(1) Completion of a PhD or DPT in a related area
(2) Demonstration of an independent research program – history of successful peer-reviewed grant awards; “PI” on more than 3 (three) independent, funded studies
(3) A minimum of 5 (five) for basic scientist/biomechanists.  Basic science research-based applicants must show a demonstrated effort on MLKI/KD. The majority of publications on MLKI/KD must be as the first, second, or senior author.
(4) A history of academic presentations at national and international meetings.
(5) The applicant shall be a person of good ethical standing in her/his own professional and scientific community.



e) Member Rights:
1) Members may participate in all activities of IKDSG, such as: meetings, publications, Fellowships, grant applications etc.
2) Members have the right to vote according to these IKDSG rules.
3) Members may serve on committees of IKDSG.
4) Members may propose a maximum of 1 (one) candidate per calendar year for new membership application to the IKDSG.
5) Members may support a maximum of 1 (one) guest per calendar year to attend the annual IKDSG meeting with the intent that this guest has a high academic career trajectory for success in the topic area who plans to apply for IKDSG membership in the future. See “Invited Guests” section below. 
6) **The above applies to those with both “Active” and “Emeritus” status

f) Member obligations: 
1) There are no dues for membership to the IKDSG at this time.
2) Members must maintain good professional standings within their community
3) Meeting Attendance (currently slated for one in-person meeting every two years & one Zoom meeting on the alternate year):
a) Active Members must attend at least every other yearly meeting of the IKDSG.
b) Active Members shall submit at least one research abstract, case presentation, or research study proposal as an oral presentation at each meeting for which they attend.
c) **The above applies to those with both “Active” and “Emeritus” status

2. NEW MEMBERSHIP ELECTION PROCESS:
a) Membership application is open to anyone who meets the included criteria.  IKDSG supports an open application process with no membership restrictions or caps based on any candidate attributes: age, sex, gender, religious affiliation, race/ethnicity, geographic location.  The primary language of the IKDSG is English and so fluency in English is required for full participation.
b) Members (“Active” or “Emeritus”) may provide a letter of support to a maximum of one candidate each year.  The letter of support cannot be for a candidate from the Member’s own institution.
c) Each applicant must submit an application package that includes the following:
1. IKDSG Application Form includes:
i. background of the candidate
ii. reasons for interest in joining IKDSG
iii. primary publications/presentations/webinars related to MLKI/KD
2. An updated Curriculum Vitae
3. The application deadline is September 1st of each year. 
4. Candidates may be proposed to the IKDSG Membership Committee
5. Self-referred applications are also accepted.
6. The Membership Committee will review the applications and once all documentation is obtained, will summarize and present the candidates to the IKDSG members at a Fall Business Meeting.









d) Membership Voting Process
1. The IKDSG Membership will vote on the eligible candidates at the Fall Business Meeting using three options:
i. Approve
ii. Defer (the candidate is on track to membership, but it is felt does not presently meet the criteria & encourage continued research, presentations, or publications). These promising candidates will be offered an invitation to the Annual Meeting as an “Invited Guest” as below. 
iii. Abstain
2. The approved candidate must achieve a minimum of 75% of the membership vote.
3. Voting will take place anonymously with only the Membership Committee receiving member’s votes.
4. Voting information will be destroyed to protect anonymity of the IKDSG membership voting and of the candidate

e) Invited Guests:
1. Option #1: If a potential applicant would like to first experience the group meeting before applying, they may attend at the invite of the IKDSG as an “Invited Guest”. 
2. Option #2: Promising IKDSG future members that have gone through the initial voting process, “Invited Guests”, will be invited to experience the activity of the Annual Meeting and see if the goals and topics are of sufficient interest to make the time & cost effort to attend meetings a meaningful academic and financial investment.
3. A secondary application by a promising IKDSG candidate can be re-submitted after the “guest” has had the opportunity to experience the meeting and has had time to increase their academic or presentation productivity on KD/MLKI topics.
4. “Invited Guests” will be asked to present a topic, case or project to the group at each meeting they attend. 
5. Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis.


3. MEMBERSHIP CHANGE
a) New members: All new Members shall be notified of their membership status by the IKDSG Membership Chair. They shall be sent a copy of the rules and a membership certificate.
b) Resignation of Membership: Any member may withdraw from the IKDSG after fulfilling all obligations and giving written notice of such intention to the IKDSG Board.
c) Membership Forfeiture:
1. An Active Member must attend at least every other annual meeting of the IKDSG, or membership will be forfeited unless excused by 75% vote by the IKDSG Board.
2. An Active Member who fails to submit at least one abstract every other year for oral presentation or be assigned a talk or moderator role at the annual meeting of the IKDSG shall forfeit membership, unless excused by 75% vote of the IKDSG Board.
3. An Active Member whose practice pattern changes so that she/he no longer meets membership criteria shall, if recommended by 75% vote of the IKDSG Board, forfeit membership.
4. An Active Member who does not pay the annual membership due (once established) after two reminders forfeits membership.
5. An Active Member who has personal, familial, or work obligations that have arisen and preclude attendance requirements, can submit written request for a pause in membership requirements for 1 year.
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